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The Big Little Science Centre Must Move…Again 
 

Gordon Gore, Founder 
 

Gord Stewart, Executive Director of the BIG Little Science Centre, has been informed by School District 73 
administration that The BIG Little Science Centre will have to move from its site at the old George Hilliard 
Elementary School, at the end of June this year. The school district has other plans for this location. The science centre 
has been offered a different site at the former Happyvale Elementary School (now Twin Rivers Education Centre). 
 
 The unexpected change requires moving eight rooms and a basement storage area full of hundreds of science 
displays and teaching equipment to the new site. Science Centre staff and Directors will discuss whether the proposed new 
site is feasible and whether other (hopefully) more permanent options might be available. 
 
 This will be the fourth location for the increasingly popular science education centre. The Centre started in 2000 
at David Thompson Elementary School, and was required to move when Westsyde Elementary School was closed and 
their students were moved into David Thompson. The next few years the Centre was an important part of the Bert 
Edwards Science and Technology School (B.E.S.T.). When BEST became overcrowded the science centre was moved 
from there to its present site at George Hilliard Elementary School. 
 
 The BIG Little Science Centre has become a popular venue for Kamloops residents, thousands of local students 
and their teachers, and tourists from all over the world. It received national recognition when the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) awarded its founder, Gordon Gore, the 2011 NSERC Prize for 
Science Promotion. 
 
 The BIG Little Science Centre has entertained, inspired and educated well over 110,000 visitors since it started. 
More and more teachers of grades K to 10 especially, and even education students at TRU, are using the science education 
resources we provide. Expertise worth hundreds of thousands of dollars has been provided free of charge by enthusiastic, 
extremely well qualified volunteers over the thirteen years of its existence. There isn’t a place like our science centre 
anywhere in this province! The BIG Little Science Centre is truly unique. 
 
 The Twin Rivers Education Centre site is attractive, newer than George Hilliard, has many more electrical 
outlets and sinks, and has potentially more room. However, this means it is likely more expensive to lease. There is also 
the question of the permanency of the lease. Will we have to move again in another two years? 
 
 The news of the move out of George Hilliard, after only 18 months at the present location, came as a complete 
surprise to staff and volunteers at the Centre. A great deal of thought and planning will be required of all of us in the next 
five months. When very important decisions have been made, this newsletter will keep everyone informed.  
 
 Our BIG Little Science Centre needs a permanent home!       
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BBBIIIGGGSSSccciiieeennnccceee   
This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

Location: George Hilliard School 985 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5H1 Website  http://blscs.org 
Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  #200 - 760 Mayfair Street Kamloops BC  V2B 0E5   

Phone: (778) 470 8332  E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

More than 113,500 people have enjoyed visits to or from the BIG Little Science Centre!  
 

This Newsletter is received by more than 1,200 readers. 
Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at http://www.blscs.org/Downloads/Newsletters/ 

 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults $6     Seniors $4      Youth $3        Family $15. 
Adults – ages 16 to 59          Seniors – ages  60+         Youth – ages 6 to 15 
Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

Saturdays at the BIG Little Science Centre 
Susan Hammond, Assistant Operator 

Saturday February 16: Magnetism Show at 11:00 am and 1:30 pm 
Explore the magical power of magnets, and observe the impossible! 
Saturday February 23: Music Day at BIG Little Science Centre  --- Sound and Wave Shows at 11:00 am and 
1:30 pm. An exciting activity-filled musical day, including performances and demonstrations of many musical 
instruments and sound experiments, too. 

 
New Volunteer 

 

 
 

Cecilia Li is a first year science student at TRU. We are pleased to welcome Cecilia on board. 
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Professional Development Day February 15 2013  
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is offering two workshops this Friday for teachers of School District 73. Our 
science workshops for teachers are always hands-on, practical and fun. 
 
These are offsite all-day sessions held at the Big Little Science Centre at 985 Holt Street (former George 
Hilliard Elementary School), to begin at 10:45 in order to allow participants to see the keynote at John 
Peterson gymnasium and then transport themselves to the Centre.  For both groups, we encourage teachers to 
reserve the afternoon to take a thorough look at the hands-on rooms. There is a wealth of practical, ‘hands-on’ 
science in those rooms! 
 
 

Elementary Teachers (Grades 3 to 7) 
Starting Location: The ‘Wet Lab’ at the BIG Little Science Centre 

Hands-On Science that Makes Kids Think 
 
This is a "must" for elementary teachers ... no boring theoretical and philosophical discussions. Jim Hebden 
and Keith Chambers will be presenting a workshop for grades 4 to 7 teachers that will feature activities that 
can be taken directly into the classroom the next day. A large "goody bag" of materials will enable teachers to 
present a large number of activities that will grab kids attention and make them observe critically, think about 
counterintuitive and fun events, and think about how to improve results of investigations. Most of the activities 
have just about everything needed for immediate usage and all use readily available everyday materials. A 
complete teacher's guide accompanies the goody bag, and includes what kids will experience and WHY things 
happened (in clear everyday language), a description of what needs to be done before and during the activity, 
extensions, sources of replacement materials, and science topics covered. Attendees will engage in as many as 
possible of the activities during an activity-packed session.   

 
 

Secondary Science (8 to 12) and Physics Teachers 
Starting Location: Light and Colour Demonstration Room 

Science of Light and Colour  
 
The Science of Light and Colour session in the morning, presented by Gordon Gore and Ken Schroeder, 
will feature our popular Light and Colour Show, expanded to include more detail for teachers. The Light and 
Colour show includes topics such as: the visible spectrum and beyond; flame tests and spectra of gaseous 
elements; ultraviolet light and fluorescence, mixing coloured lights, laser light, reflection, refraction, fibre 
optics, fluorescent olive oil, the ‘magic mirror’, and disappearing ‘jelly marbles’. Ken Schroeder will 
demonstrate his very colourful triple ammonia fountain. 
 
 Special stations will be set up illustrating a few of the  ‘lab’ activities visiting classes can do when they 
visit the BIG Little Science Centre. After lunch break, guests will have ample time to visit the three ‘hands-on’ 
rooms, where displays will include items that are not usually available for the public, because of their 
specialized and/or fragile nature. 
 
 We hope that many district physics and other secondary science teachers will attend and enjoy the 
company of like-minded colleagues from other schools in the district. 
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Barriere Elementary Visit 
 

 
     Gordon Gore Photo 

 
The Barriere Elementary School Grade 3 class of Kathy Matthews visited and completed an activity involving 
structures. Connor and Logan were experts in testing the strength of spaghetti and linguini sticks. The activity certainly 
provides youngsters with food for thought. Susan Hammond, Assistant operator, conducted the session. 
 

 
 

2013 Edition of Science Fun for Home and School  is available in print form now. This 
handy sourcebook contains 160 pages of ideas taken from BIGScience, this newsletter. A source of ideas for 
science activities and experiments you can do with your classes or with your own kids. Edited by Gordon R. 
Gore, Founder of the BIG Little Science Centre. Introductory Price: $11.95. 

All proceeds from the sale of this book go to the BIG Little Science Centre. 
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Haldane Elementary School Visit 
Gordon Gore Photos 

 
Haldane Elementary School primary teachers Robyn Mudry and Karyn Wilmot visited the BIG Little Science Centre 
with their classes on February 4 2012. A highlight of their visit was a presentation on Magnetism by Gord Stewart, 
Executive Director of the Centre. The photos strongly suggest that the kids had a great time. 
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A Candle Flame in an Electric Field 
Gordon R. Gore 

 
A recent You Tube video called Electric Flame featuring Dr. Derek Muller intrigued me, because I tried a 
similar experiment years ago using two oppositely charged Van de Graaff generators, with burning candle 
midway between them. The Physics Teacher published one of the photographs I took. It looked like this: 
 

 
 

The Van de Graaff generator on the left is positively charged, and the one on the right negatively charged. The 
photograph was used to illustrate that a current in some circumstances consists of positive charges flowing. In 
this case, the flame direction suggests that positive ions in the flame are repelled from the positive dome and 
attracted to the negative dome. (Other photos showed a part of the flame going in the opposite direction. 
Presumably this was due to negatively charged ions or perhaps electrons going in that direction.) You might 
wish to watch Dr. Muller’s entertaining video at this point: 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7_8Gc_Llr8 
 

After watching the video, I decided to do a similar experiment using a low-cost Wimshurst machine as a source 
of high voltage. The electrodes of the Wimshurst machine were connected to two large coffee cans in such a 
way that there are two oppositely charged flat surfaces facing each other, with a space between them of 
approximately 20 cm. A burning candle is placed so that the flame is midway between the oppositely charged 
surfaces. 

   
 

Left: Susan Hammond, Assistant Operator of the BIG Little Science Centre, prepares to operate the 
Wimshurst machine so that the author can photograph the flame when the two coffee cans are charged 
oppositely.  Right: The candle flame with no electric field applied. 
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This arrangement works beautifully. 
 
The candle flame behaves just as it does in Derek Muller’s video. Here are some photographs showing what we 
observed: 
 

         
 

The beauty of this arrangement is its simplicity and relative low cost. The Wimshurst machine was purchased 
from Arbor Scientific for under $100. The electrodes are recycled all-metal coffee cans. Add two connecting 
wires with alligator clips, a candle, and a candleholder (preferably non-metallic). 
 
Thanks to Dr. Derek Muller for his great video. 
 

Westwold Elementary School Visit 
 

    
 
Colleen Smailes visited the BIG Little Science Centre with her K-2 class. Gord Stewart entertained them with 
the Magnetism show, and the kids also visited the hands-on rooms. This young fellow tried out the 
“disembodier” display (left).  When we glued his head back on (right) he looked a lot happier. 
 

 
Kamloops Kiwanis Club 

 
Thank you to the Kamloops Kiwanis Club, who recently made a very generous donation to the 
BIG Little Science Centre. Support like this from our community is absolutely vital to our 
survival as a science centre. 



 8 

Future Teachers from TRU Visit the BIG Little Science Centre 
 

Dr. Carol Rees, with the Science Education department at Thompson Rivers University, honors us every 
year with a visit from her two science methods classes. We always enjoy their visits, and hope we provide some 
expertise and inspiration to these future teachers.  
 

 
Liz Critchley Photo taken at McQueen Lake 

 
Dr. Carol Rees’ Science Education students for 2013 are shown in this submitted photo. They all came to visit 
us on Wednesday February 6. We took some photos of our own. As you can see, they had lots of fun at the BIG 
Little Science Centre. 
 

         
 
Both groups participated in the Static Electricity show with Gordon Gore, tried out numerous samples of the 
hands-on labs we offer visiting classes with Gord Stewart, and visited the three hands-on rooms. Thanks to 
Lance Rouselle and Jeanine Went for volunteering on this very busy day. 
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A Volunteer of Many Talents 
 

 
 

Volunteers help keep the BIG Little Science Centre going. Lance Rousselle is one of our busiest volunteers. 
Lance seems to love being at the Centre, and no task is too large or too small for him. When he isn’t at his 
regular job, Lance is here at the Centre helping to set up, take down, clean up, build displays, you name it. He 
also provides assistance to visitors in the hands-on rooms and to demonstrators doing shows. We truly 
appreciate Lance’s assistance. He is a great volunteer. Thank you, Lance! 
 
 

“Science of Sound” 
 Telus Community Grant Teams up Kamloops Symphony Society with  

BIG Little Science Centre 
 

A $10,000 grant from Telus to the Kamloops Symphony Society will support a new district 
Grade 4 program called Science of Sound. The symphony will be working with the BIG Little 
Science Centre. Workshops by members of the Symphony will demonstrate aspects of sound 
production and demonstrate how their instruments produce sound. Sound is part of the Grade 4 
science program. Workshops will provide hands-on experiences and a connection with music 
and musicians. 
 
Kathy Humphreys, who is general manager of the Kamloops Symphony Society, proposed 
the idea with encouragement from Dr. Dave McKinnon, president of the BIG Little Science 
Centre. 
 
The workshops start February 20. The BIG Little Science Centre Society joins with the 
Kamloops Symphony Society in thanking the Telus Thompson/Okanagan Community 
Board for providing this opportunity for young people to learn about the Science of Sound. 
Thank you to our president Dave McKinnon for his part in encouraging this adventure. 
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This was no ordinary birthday party at the BIG Little Science Centre for four-year-old McKenna. She is a 
Star Wars fan, and Darth Vader showed up, but it was a friendly visit. McKenna had R2-D2 looking out for her 
safety, just in case. We were unable to get Darth Vader to smile for the camera. 
 


